
  

South African College Junior School 
 

  Headmaster’s Circular 3/2018 
  

 
  

             16 February 2018 
Dear Parents of SACS Pre-Primary and SACS Junior School 
 

Hoe gaan dit met al ons lede van die SACS Familie? Eish! Kushushu khakhulu! We trust that 2018 continues to treat 
you well as we near the fulcrum of Term One. A prominent element from our Focus Poster 
featured this week – ‘The Heart’ and its resonance with Valentine’s Day! Of course, it’s not just 
all about romance, cherubs, candle-lit dinners and gifts. Phil the Minion is not fazed by Valentine’s 
Day. He says: ‘I’m just waiting for the discounted chocolates on 15 February!’ Oh well! We all have 
our passions, don’t we? And chocolate is a staple food, after all!  
 

As we approach the weekend, our attention remains focused on water and surrounding issues.  
Are you a proponent of WWS? Are you a ‘Water-Wise Saxie’? 
 
 

POSITION STATEMENT: CURTAILED SPORTS PROGRAMME IN RESPONSE TO WATER CRISIS 
 

Recently, meetings of various School Principals and Sports Heads were held, backed by advice from experts in 
Education. A letter penned by a Headmaster on the schools’ behalf was circulated amongst our local community. 
The document has been adapted to suit the needs of SACS Junior. 
‘We note that the predicted date when Cape Town will run out of water 
has been pushed out to June 4. This deadline is to be taken seriously. In 
the face of the rising concerns over water management and 
conservation – as well as the civic duty of every Capetonian to 
participate in water saving – we have reached the following resolutions:  
 

 A severely-curtailed and tightly-managed Summer Sports Programme 

will continue. 

 We will use only those facilities fit to play on and which can be justifiably used without placing stress on surfaces. 

 Water irrigation using ground water only and following Level 6B Restrictions will be adhered to strictly at the times 

stated.  

 Festivals that draw visitors from out of town have been cancelled. This involves mostly High Schools, eg, Wynberg 

Rugby, Hockey and Soccer Festivals, the Nomads Hockey Festival and the Rondebosch U16 Hockey Festival. 

 Regarding the Water Polo schedule, several school pools have been, or will be, shut down for use with the view to 

playing a reduced programme at centralised venues shared by preparatory and high schools. These pools will be 

recharged minimally using only treated borehole water. Match times and chukkas may also be reduced.  

 Other than pre-planned visiting teams, home Cricket fixtures will be played 

between schools who are in a position to participate. Matches may be reduced to 

a more-limited game format. 

 Sports practices will be cut back to fewer instances on the actual field of play i.e. 

in Cricket, net and field practices will be alternated; in Water Polo, land-based 

practices and sessions in the water will be co-ordinated.  

 The continuation of the Sports Programme will be reviewed on a weekly basis and 

will be terminated immediately, pending instruction from the WCED.  

All of our schools are engaged in a serious and ongoing programme of education about water usage and its 
implications to our boys and community at large. Our schools are playing a significant and measurable part in water-
saving measures, some to the extent that we no longer draw on the dams and are, to all intents and purposes, off 
the ‘grid’. Others have implemented a disciplined water-saving regime including buckets of grey water for flushing 
and hand sanitisers for washing. We believe that, in implementing the measures above, we will be able to meet our 
civic responsibility to save water and keep Day Zero at bay. Should we reach a point of crisis, those schools with 
boreholes are investigating ways in which we share this water with places in need like old-age homes in the area 
and, if practicable, with schools that don’t have boreholes. The situation will be constantly monitored and evaluated 
and, should further measures be required, they will be taken. We will communicate regarding Winter Sport at a later 
date. 
 



 

OPPORTUNITY FUND UPDATE                                                                      Mrs D Grant: Co-ordinator 
 

The SACS Opportunity Fund, which is supported by parents, private sponsors, 
companies, the Hugo-Hamman Trust, the SACS PTA and SGB, is helping with the 
transformation process at SACS. Every boy who has been granted this 
opportunity has fully embraced and contributed in their own way to the SACS 
family. Currently, we have 15 boys who receive full funding and three boys who 
receive partial funding. The Fund contributes towards school and hostel fees, 
camps, transport, learning support and tutoring, uniform, sports kit and aftercare. The boys and their parents 
receive regular support and assistance to ensure that the adjustment to the new school environment is smooth. 
We are always grateful for any contribution, however big or small, as our aim is to allow more boys the opportunity 
to attend our wonderful school. If you would like to be part of this wonderful gift, please contact Sally James - 
sally.james@sacsjr.org.za          
 

RUGBY AND HOCKEY MOUTHGUARD REMINDER        Mr K Marshall: Head of Sport 
 
 

MAX Mouthguards will be at SACS Junior School on 21 Feb, 6 and 15 March at 12:45 to take impressions for the 
Rugby and Hockey season.  The link to the MAX online shop is: shop.maxmouthguards.co.za 
 
 

GRADES ONE-TO-THREE ‘DADS AND LADS’ CAMP OUT 
 

A heads up from the PTA to say that there are only 15  more sleeps to a highlight on their annual calendar – The 
‘Dads and Lads’ Camp Out on 3 March.  A circular will be sent via the class reps, including details and the link, which 
will guide you to the application process. Book early, otherwise it’ll be ‘Walala wasala’ – snooze and you’ll lose! 
 

ATHLETICS DAY REPORT                                                                                                               Mr A Kirsten: Athletics 
 

After some overnight rain had cooled things down a little, the morning of 10 February was ideal for a fun-filled and 
eventful Athletics Day in the spirit of participation and inter-house rivalry. From the Grade Ones competing in their 
very first race through to the Grade Seven boys in their final year at Junior School, the event ran slickly and there 
were many performances, on and off the track and field, that brought much joy the entire SACS family in the true 
spirit in which it is intended. For the record, there were several school records broken and we congratulate these 
boys for their excellent athletic ability. The records broken were as follows: 
 U7 50m Shuttle Relay team of Von Holdt in a time of 38.64  – John Tosi, Samuel Lowndes, Ameen Baker, Joel van 

Heerden 

 U9 4 x 100m Relay  team of Lewis in a time of 1,02.92 – Luca Orgill, Jake Dave, Matthew Robinson, Thomas Horne 

 U10 4 x 100m Relay team of Hofmeyr in a time of 1,01.17 – Gabriel Hannigan, Jack Armitage, Benjamin Bigara, 
Miyolo Ngculu 

 U13 100m in a time of 12.84 – Benjamin Levitt  

Congratulations to all athletes who participated, to all parents for your enthusiastic support, to the Grounds Staff 
for the set-up of the event, to the PTA for your wonderful stalls, to the High School for allowing us to use the 
facilities, to the High School volunteer medics, and to the SACS Staff for your tireless work. HM: Hearty 
congratulations to all role players – especially Co-ordinator, Mr Andy Kirsten – for their contribution to this fantastic 
event. The boys’ involvement and House Spirit, teacher commitment and parent participation made the day! 
 

U13A CRICKET VS GREAT WALSTEAD              Mr A Kirsten: Cricket 
 

On Tuesday 13 February, the U13A Cricket Team played a T20 match vs a touring school from the UK. It was the 
first time we have played against Great Walstead from the Sussex region of England. The match proved to be a big 
success for the boys from both schools, who made some new friends playing against boys from a different area of 
the world. We batted first and scored a very good 147 runs in our 20 overs with the main contributors being Ben 
Levitt (53) and Josh Opperman (38). The first innings of the match was played in bright sunshine, but the weather 
changed quite dramatically during the second innings of the match. With clouds rolling in there was lightning and 
some thunder in the greater Cape Town area which was followed by some light rain and a fairly heavy shower. 
Things being as dire as they are in Cape Town with regard to water,this did not dampen the spirits of the boys from 
both teams as the game proceeded in the rain! Nothing was going to get them off the field during a tour match as 
we carried on through the shower. One of the boys was overheard to say, ‘This is an adventure and a once-in-a 
lifetime experience.’ It certainly was! Soon the rain stopped and the game continued to its completion. Great 
Walstead managed to score 83 all out with Thomas Klusener taking 3 wickets and 2 each for Oliver Whitehead and 
Tom Christensen, thus meaning a victory for SACS by 64 runs. Congratulations to all who played the match in such 
a sporting spirit and we look forward to hosting another touring school on Thursday 15 February. 
 



 

    SAXIE’S SHORTS!: 
 

 Currently, our U13A Cricket Team are hosting and playing against Dulwich Prep 
from the UK. We welcome our visitors, wish all participants the best of luck and 
thank our families who have opened their homes in true SACS hospitality.   

 On Friday, the Grade Sixes return from their annual ‘High Africa’ Camp in 
Worcester. We look forward to hearing of their exciting experiences, memories 

made and – most importantly – the relationships and ‘Grade Gees’ forged amongst boys and staff.  

 Our very special Foundation Phase Film Show will be held on the evening of Friday 16 February – a chance 

for our lads to be entertained while parents catch up on that lost Valentine’s dinner. We wish Ms Visser, 

her team of teachers and our SRC all the best in running the event, which is an Outreach Fundraiser. 

 We extend apologies for the unannounced closure of the Aquatic Centre Car Park on Tuesday and 

Wednesday of this week. A large crane truck arrived 

unexpectedly to pick up the rolls of Astro mat which SACS has 

donated to a Community Sports Project at Constantia Farm 

School. We weren’t aware that the collection was taking place. 

They just arrived and closed off the road! Well, at least parents’ 

patience formed part of the act of goodwill.  

 More best wishes to those participating in events over the next fortnight: Pentangular Athletics hosted by 

Bishops; Gr R Parenting Evening conducted by Mr Gavin Keller; Our SACS Cubs wearing uniforms to school 

on Friday 23 February to mark Baden Powell’s birthday; The next ‘SACS Buddy Family’ meetings on the 

same day; All boys involved in the Inter-School League fixtures of our Summer Sports Programme. 

 We repeat pics of our four 2018 Grade One classes to override the gremlin (not a SACS boy!) which crept 

into our last circular:  

 
        

 

ANOTHER ‘OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES’ MOMENT! 
 

All in a day of anticipation, waiting for rain! A parent writes: “My son and I were discussing the drought and how 
desperate we are for rain. On the way home, after playing Tennis at SACS on Tuesday (before the storm), he looked 
up at the sky and said, ‘Mom, are the clouds constipated?’” Gosh, Clever Boy! We probably all felt your 
understanding and empathy as we prayed for it to rain! 
 
As we step into the weekend, we wish our Chinese families and friends a happy New Year, commencing 16 February, 
expected to run through to 2 March. 2018 is the ‘Year of the Dog’ – which is the eleventh sign in the Chinese zodiac.  
In closing, we encourage all to be present in the moments of this weekend – to spend quality family time together; 
to rest and recharge; to share great food; to be immersed in fun and laughter and to build special memories. Thank 
you for another awesome week in the Life at SACS! Shukran! Baie dankie! Enkosi kakhulu! 
 
Met hartlike wense 
 
F M J NEL        
HEADMASTER         

 
 


