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Dear Parents of SACS Pre-Primary and SACS Junior School 

Unjani? Assalaamualaykum. Yho! Hier staan ons skielik aan die einde van die eerste kwartaal 2018 by Laerskool 
SACS! Following an industrious and highly-successful Term One, please relax, rest and recharge during this well-
earned respite! The break from the rigours of school routine is crucial for all children, parents and staff to rejuvenate 
ourselves after the hard yards of a typical first term. This, over and above the massive demands of being ‘Water-
Wise Saxies’ for some six months now! Certainly, we can thank the Habits of Mind which have helped us through: 
‘Thinking interdependently’; ‘Using metacognition’; ‘Persisting’; ‘Striving for accuracy’ and ‘Managing our 
impulsivity’ are probably the ‘Big Five’ that have worked 24/7 as we have striven to ‘Use our Hearts and Minds to 
be Kind’! We trust that you are prepared to ‘Respond with wonderment and awe’ when you open your son’s e-
report on 28 March! And so, to the final circular for this term. 
 

RADICAL TRANSFORMATION AT SACS JUNIOR 
 

As from the beginning of Term Two, 2018, SACS Junior will be accepting girls into our ranks. Currently, we are 
working, in all haste, to adapt our uniform and hairstyle policies. For those of us who are – like yours truly – still 
stuck in March, see the note* at the end of this circular for more detail.  
 

THOSE ‘FEELGOOD MOMENTS’ IN THE SACS FAMILY 
 
 

From time to time, we receive blow-away letters via the hearts and minds of SACS Family members. Here are the 
top two (abridged): 
 
 

#One: (from a High School parent) ‘Just felt compelled to send an email 

regarding my experience last week. I had to drop my son off at the airport 

recently and bumped into the SACS U13 Water Polo Team and Mr Jason 

Wilmans on their way to the Grey PE Water Polo Tournament. I was blown 

away with the fact that a few of the boys came across to greet me. The 

confidence shown as well as the way they spoke and shook hands made my 

heart swell with pride. I was standing with a parent from another school who 

was so impressed and could not believe that these fine young gentleman had 

shown such maturity and confidence. The SACS teaching staff are to be commended on their commitment and 

dedication towards all the boys who are fortunate enough to pass through those SACS gates every morning and to 

attend such a great school. From our perspective as parents of a child who is fortunate enough to attend SACS, we 

will be forever grateful for the way that our son is being educated, coached and taught about life as well as the 

discipline, morals and overall high values instilled in him that will remain with him as he continues his journey of life. 

The opportunities that have come his way, the friendships that he has made and the friends whom we, as parents, 

have met and continue meeting within the SACS Family are just a small part of the way that we as a family have 

been enriched due to SACS. We are eternally grateful for being part of the SACS Family.  A VERY PROUD SACS Parent’ 

#Two: (From a Junior School parent) ‘I want to say a special thank you to the two SACS 
employees who assisted me on Tuesday afternoon with a flat tyre in the Grade One parking 
area. I am immensely thankful! They did not hesitate to assist in my time of need and 
worked swiftly in the heat with such big smiles on their faces. Truly remarkable! Forever 
Grateful’ 
 

 



 

 

INTERHOUSE ACADEMIC POINTS COMPETITION 
 

Well done to all the boys who received academic points for their Houses during this term! Congratulations to Lewis 
for winning The Berman Shield for Term One. 
 

 
 
 

WCED AWARDS EVENING                 Mr M Dudley: Academics 
 

SACS Junior recently received an award from the WCED based on our 2017 Systemic results. The accolade reads: 
Excellence in Academic Performance in Mathematics: Grades Three and Six. We remain proud of the collective 
academic efforts of our SACS teachers. 
 
 

GRADE FOUR STUDY SKILLS EVENING                                                      Mrs S James: Deputy Head 
 

Nikki Wates from Cre8tive Kids spoke to approximately 50 Grade Four parents on the value of developing good 
study habits. She explained to the group as to how the 21st Century child processes information. She stressed that 
the way that our children learn is so very different to when we were at school so we need new ways to assist them 
in becoming successful studiers. Her advice follows the Thinking School methodology and uses the Thinking Maps 
as a way to organise and make sense of information in a visual manner. The Grade Four parents left with several 
new ideas for making studying a positive and meaningful experience. Nikki also runs courses and has developed a 
set of books that give more ideas to assist children to learn effective study techniques. Contact her on 
www.cre8tivekids.co.za  
  
 

SACS RUGBY DAY(U9-U13)                          Mr K Marshall: Head of Sport 
 
 

Please take note of the following times and venues for the COMPULSORY SACS RUGBY DAY on Saturday 14 April. 
 

U9 - 10:00 to 11:30 - Atkinson Field 
U10 - 08:00 to 10:00 - Van Zyl Field 
U11 - 08:00 to 10:00 - Westall Field 
U12 - 10:00 to 12:00 - Van Zyl Field 

U13 - 10:00 to 12:00 - Westall Field A BREAKFAST TALK     
 

EASTER EGG COLLECTION                                        Ms J Wilson: Outreach 
 

Yet again, the SACS family has blown us away with the generous response to the Easter 
Egg Collection! Hundreds of eggs were collected and will be distributed to a variety of 
charities and children’s homes. The Easter egg that each of these children get from 
you will probably be the only one that they get. So, thank you for making a difference 
in a child’s day! 
                                                                   

GRADE FIVE CAMP AT ROCKLANDS                                                    Mrs C Reaper: Grade Five Head 
 
 

The Grade Fives spent two action-packed days at 
Rocklands Centre, just outside Simonstown, on their 
annual camp. This time provided a wonderful opportunity 
for the boys to interact and develop relationships with 
their peers and their teachers outside of the 
classroom.  The programme focused on team 
development, respect for others and on caring for the 
environment.  Some of the highlights included spending a 
glorious, wind-free morning on Windmill Beach, 
completing an initiatives course and tomahawk throwing. The night hike and archery also proved to be firm 
favourites amongst the boys. This was a most valuable and memorable time for the Grade Fives. They are to be 
complimented on their amazing spirit and for thinking and working interdependently throughout the camp.  
 
 
 
 
 

1st 
Lewis – 254  

2nd 
Von Holdt - 246 

3rd 
Hofmeyr - 244 

4th 
Kipps - 236 

http://www.cre8tivekids.co.za/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE PTA OFFICE HAS MOVED!                                              PTA 
 

Our new home is located in the bottom left of the Staff Car Park, next to the 
entrance to the Auditorium and the Music Department. Please pop in and visit 
us. 
 
 

SACS ESTATE CLOSED 
 
 

Please note that there will, as usual, be no access to the SACS Estate during the 
coming holidays, except for those boys and staff attending formal Sport Clinics co-ordinated by SACS coaches. 
 

HOUSE SHIRTS-2019            Mr K Marshall: Head of Sport 
 
 

Unfortunately, the old House shirts (Hofmeyr, Kipps, Lewis, Von Holdt) may not be worn in 2019. The boys must 
wear the new single-colour T-shirt as from next year. 
 

CUB CAMP 
 
 

The SACS Cub Pack attended their annual Cub Camp last weekend – this time in 
the beautiful, serene surroundings of Zeekoevlei and with fieldwork at Rondevlei. 
Pack Master, Mr Alistair Sansom – assisted ably by SACS parents Mrs Diane Behr 
and Mrs Laurie Parsons – provided a wonderful weekend of learning and memory 
making for our 12 SACS Cubs. 
 

 

#SAXIE’S HASHTAGS!:   

 
 Some of our sportsmen are involved in Sports Tournaments or 
Competitions during the coming holidays. Good luck to all of these SACS lads. We 
would like to hear how they fared once school commences next term. Recent 
achievements include:  

Fencing: Our SACS Junior Team won a closely-contested match against Tygerberg Fencing Club, coming out the 
proud victors at 36 – 32. Congratulations to the team of Anthony Muller, Sebastian Ilderton and Thomas Allen! 
Our local opponents are catching up fast! This is healthy rivalry and the guys are going to have to work harder 
to maintain their proud record of being undefeated in five years! We are extremely proud of our swordsmen! 
Sailing: At the recent Southern Charter Sailing Regatta, our SACS sailors performed like ‘admirable Admirals’! 
Well done to Oliver Ashwell, Shaun de Preez and Conrad Nicolay who won silver for SACS Junior in the Pico Class 
category. Oliver and Conrad topped this by winning gold in the Laser Pico Paired Crew category and Conrad won 
Gold in the 1st Helm category. Likewise, we are equally proud of our ‘Warriors on the Water’! 
 

 We wish the very best of luck to all staff, family members and friends taking part in this year’s Two Oceans 
Marathon – be it in whatever event or format (runner, seconder, helper, spectator, TLC-giver!). Amongst the 
usual SACS Family involvement, our most special wishes go to two members of our ‘New SGB’ – Chairman Nic 
Misplon and Projects Co-ordinator Craig Melling Williams – as they pound through the 56km Ultra this Saturday! 
We belie that there are twelve Old Boys running in the colours of the SACS Running Club.  
 

 The SACS Junior PTA Gardening Portfolio has been hard at work, in collaboration with Estate Manager – Mr Kevin 
Ervens – and his Grounds Team. This, despite the water crisis and pausing of many landscaping projects on the 
SACS Estate. The ‘Wednesday Mum’s Group’ led by Mrs Lil Copeland, has been planning ahead, especially in new 
layouts of gardens near the Astro. Careful replanting of precious trees during building operations has also been 
done with sensitivity. The work is backbreaking, yet these spirited volunteers, with their helpers, pitch up reliably 
to put their hands in the earth for SACS. THANK YOU to all involved!   

 
 



 

 

 
We are indebted to the boys, parents and teachers for their collective efforts in what we have achieved during this 
action-packed term. Congratulations to our boys for their achievements and endless energy! Hearty thanks to our 
parents – especially to our industrious SGB (both ‘Old’ and ‘New’!) as well as our amazing PTA – for their patient 
support and sheer SACS loyalty. Well done to our hard-working Admin, Cleaning, Grounds and Teaching staff 
members for their hard work, excellence in team ‘gees’, problem solving, management and leadership. Without 
interdependence, synergy and symbiosis amongst all of us as stakeholders, we would never have achieved such 
‘SACSess’ this term!   
 
As we turn to the holidays, we wish all of our Christian families and friends a blessed and meaningful ‘Happy Easter!. 
At the same time, we wish all of the very best to our Jewish families and friends during the sacred seven-day period 
of Pesach (Passover). 
 
Then, to all, have a fantastic break! May you have plenty of vital family time in which to gather data through all the 
senses, find humour and build new memories. Thank you for the stunning term! Enkosi kakhulu! Shukran! Baie 
dankie! 
  
With best wishes 
 
F M J NEL        
HEADMASTER       
*Happy Day, April Fool!  
 

 
 

SAXIE  


